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At Luther Home this time of year holds a special place in our hearts. As the days grow shorter, the air turns 
crisp and the fields are ripe for harvest, it is a time of reflection but also of anticipation of what the new year 
will bring.

The Luther Home ministry has been sustained for just over 95 years by an outpouring of support from 
individuals, communities and businesses. The impact of these contributions through the decades has left a 
legacy of compassion and unity. This giving spirit has woven its way into the fabric of our organization, serving 
to inspire staff, enable care and sustain hope.

Gifts of prayers, time, talent and resources have been given in each donor’s unique way. Through these acts of 
kindness, Luther Home has remained steadfast, even in the most challenging of times. As this season of giving 
unfolds, our hearts are open and spirits lifted by all those who make this work possible.

                                                                                                                                                             We are reminded that we are all connected and that our actions, both large and small, 
have the ability to transform the lives of others.

We thank you for your help in nurturing and uplifting the work of this exceptional 
ministry. This season, and in all seasons of the year, may our Good Lord bless you and 
your loved ones with His presence, peace, and joy in service.

In gratitude,
Terri Rodriguez

President and C.E.O.

IN THIS SEASON OF GIVING

CELEBRATING 95 YEARS OF HARVESTING GOD’S GRACE
Friends and family joined our ministry for a day of fun and celebration at our Annual Fall Fest. Lutheran Ministries 

of Mercy Board Member, Rev. Juli Lejman-Guy, delivered a message of love at the outdoor worship service where 
the praise team from Trinity Lutheran Church – Toledo, offered their beautiful talents. A petting zoo, craft and 
bake sale, games and delicious picnic supper were all part of the festive day. Making our 95th Anniversary Fall Fest 
extra special was the official opening of the Garden of Compassion. Many thanks to the dedicated supporters of 
this meaningful project!

“Only Love”: Rev Juli Lejman-Guy 
delivers a message of loving one 

another. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Jenera, Ohio, is one of many churches who 
would celebrate “Harvest Home Sunday”, providing the Home of Mercy 
with harvested goods to sustain us through winter. Today, these same 

churches continue to bless us with countless acts of generosity. (Photo circa 
1950 courtesy of Martin Grieser)

Cover: Carol takes delight in Christmas presents from our Adopt a 
Resident program. Each December, dozens of individuals and groups make 
sure that all those who are served by LHM are remembered at Christmas.

Rickey meets a new friend at the 
petting zoo.

A stroll through the brand-new Garden of 
Compassion was a highlight of the afternoon. 
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HERE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Recently, Luther Home has welcomed some of the largest new employee 

orientation classes in our organization’s history. Fresh new faces are working 
alongside seasoned employees to learn the ins and outs of providing daily care 
and how to form bonds that make the job meaningful. 

Joining us as a Direct Care Staff just this past August, 
Anthony Walls has always thought of himself as caring 
and empathetic. Growing up with a brother who is on 
the Autism spectrum, Anthony understands the unique 
needs of others and is excited to try a career in the 
developmental disabilities field. “I am blessed to be part 
of Cottage 3,” shares Anthony, “the staff have given me 
tips for things to run smoothly and everyone has been 
extremely welcoming”. 

Also working in Cottage 3 is Diane Bloomfield who just celebrated her 50th work 
anniversary. “I love these people. They don't have anybody but us. I've seen a lot of 
changes over the years...good and bad...but these are God's children. When you lose 
a resident it is hard because they are like family. But I work with good staff. With new 
staff...we are here to help. All you have to do is ask and we will come." 

Working together, these staff relationships enable consistency of care; enabling us to 
offer programs that maximize quality of life. From just a few months to half a century….
we are blessed with many wonderful staff who are here to make a difference!

New to LHM, Direct Care Staff, 
Anthony Walls is learning the 

daily joys of spending time
with Betty. 

Caring for residents since 
1973, we are honored to 

celebrate Diane’s
faithful service. 

Jeanette Hrovatich
Director of Planned Giving
As we celebrate 10 years of working together under the Lutheran Ministries of Mercy (LMM) umbrella, know 

that you are a wonderful source of inspiration and we appreciate your support of those in our care. 

The Planned Giving Department of LMM, in partnership with our Mission Advancement teams, continues to 
create new friendships and opportunities for financial stability through giving. Donations from events, gifts of 
stock, charitable gift annuities, gifts of property, and direct transfers from IRA and donor advised funds are just 
a sampling of ways we can accept gifts today. 

Each donation, no matter the size, designation or “use as needed” is vital to the support we provide to more 
than 28,000 individuals and families we are serving each year. And, as you take advantage of gift giving, you 
might also receive special tax benefits all while providing for your neighbors in need. 

If you would like more information on planned giving or have already remembered us in your estate plans, 
please let us know so we can say thank you today! Contact Jeanette Hrovatich at 419-972-4373 or by email at 
Jhrovatich@luthmin.org. 
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GIVING TUESDAY

TO CONNECT AND BELONG

We are excited to kickoff this season of giving by joining the Giving 
Tuesday movement. Held the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, this worldwide 
day of philanthropy encourages us to remember others around the holiday 
season. When you remember Luther Home of Mercy this November 28, 
2023, your gift will help us purchase accessible vehicles; a critical need for 
those we serve who use wheelchairs. 

Joining us for the fourth year in a row, as $5,000 Presenting Match 
Sponsor, is our friends from Hylant. A leader in the insurance and employee 
benefits industry, Hylant not only provides services to LHM, but actively 
participates in our mission through volunteering 
and helping us reach our fundraising goals. 

You can join Luther Home of Mercy this Giving 
Tuesday by sending a check with Giving Tuesday on 
the memo line, visiting our website at lutherhome.
org/donate or by calling Megan O’Brien at 
419-836-7741 to learn more. 

It’s no secret that the mission of Luther Home is rooted in service to others. What often surprises those who are 
new to our ministry is the many ways those who are served by LHM in turn provide comfort and care to others. 
Each day you will find individuals hard at work coloring the perfect picture to share with a friend. Or catching up 
with staff about the health of friends and family. At our day program centers, montly calendars include options to 
participate in volunteer projects at various local nonprofits. Just like all of us…the residents and clients of Luther 
Home of Mercy have a deep desire to connect and belong. 

Carol and David are ready for their 
next adventure. When you join Hylant 
this November 28, 2023, you will help 
make sure they stay on the move all 

year long. 

Known as the official 
correspondent of LHM, Nadine 

sends regular cards and letters to 
her 35 pen pals. 

Curt serves up some tasty treats 
for the dogs who are sheltered at 

Lucas County Canine
Care & Control.

Darryl loves his job at our Advent 
personal needs pantry. Each 

month, he uses some of his own 
money to shop for supplies needed 

by his Sylvania neighbors. 

CALLING ALL SECRET SANTAS 
Want to make sure that the holidays are “merry and bright” for the 

residents of Luther Home? We could use a little help making sure that 
those we serve have something special under the tree. When you 
“adopt” a resident for Christmas, we provide the list and you purchase a 
few of the suggested items. For more information, contact Lisa McNary: 
lmcnary@lutherhome.org, 419-836-7741. 
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HONOR ROLLHONOR ROLL
Dale Avers
Mr. Luther Henline
Pemberville, OH
George and Barb Beery
Mrs. Patricia Moore
Circleville, OH
Suzanne Buhrow
Mrs. Delores Buhrow
Oak Harbor, OH
Deborah Craze
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Craze
Sterling Heights, MI

Luther Home of Mercy Staff
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bretzloff
Toledo, OH
Susan Rasmussen
Mrs. Phyllis Rasmussen
Fraser, MI
Deaconess Sarah Rusche
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Thomas
Brighton, MI
Marsha Vandemark
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Vandemark
Debbie Salhoff
Keaton Vandemark

Mark Weyandt
Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Jensen
Port Clinton, OH

CHURCH GIFTSCHURCH GIFTS
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pemberville, OH
Faith Lutheran Church
Toledo, OH
Lutheran Church of the Master
Perrysburg, OH
Messiah Lutheran Church
Toledo, OH
Olivet Lutheran Church
Sylvania, OH
Resurrection Lutheran Church
Port Clinton, OH
Solomon Lutheran Church
Woodville, OH

St. John's Lutheran Church
Oak Harbor, OH
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
Lima, OH
St. Michael Lutheran Church
Ottawa Lake, MI
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Blissfield, MI
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Helping Hands
Sulphur Springs, OH
St. Paul Lutheran Church Women
Clyde, OH

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Napoleon, OH
St. Peter Lutheran Church
Martin, OH
Trinity Lutheran Church
Elmore, OH
Trinity Lutheran Church
Sandusky, OH
Zion Lutheran Church
Valley City, OH
Zoar Lutheran Church
Perrysburg, OH

ESTATE, TRUST & PLANNED GIVINGESTATE, TRUST & PLANNED GIVING
The Estate of William Buckenberger
Perrysburg, OH
The Martin and Helen Fahncke
Memorial Fund
Minneapolis, MN

Christine Siefert Trust
Cleveland, OH
Velma L. Sundermeyer Trust
Sylvania, OH

Thrivent Charitable Impact
Minneapolis, MN

CHARITABLECHARITABLE
GIFT ANNUITIESGIFT ANNUITIES

GOLF OUTING SPONSORSGOLF OUTING SPONSORS

Monthly gift in honor of
Rev. Don Wukotich
Terry Bossert
Maumee, OH

AllCare Pharmacy
Appliance Center
Arrow Print & Copy
Asset Protection Corp
Rev. and Mrs. Charles Campbell
Cardone Financial Group
Chipmatic Company
Clean Water Service
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP
Dimech Services Inc.
The Dotson Company Inc.
GEM 
GenoaBank
Genoa Care Center 
Genoa Family Eyecare
Greer Group Construction Ltd.

Mr. and Mrs. John Hrovatich
Hylant Group
ICP, Inc.
Jennite Company
Maumee Bay Lodge & Conference Center
National Museum of the Great Lakes
ServiceMaster by Park Ellis
PNC Financial Services Group
Sandrock Farms
Sedgwick Claims Management Services, Inc.
STS Offerings Ltd.
TESCO
Thrivent Action Team
Mr. Tim Titgemeyer
Trust Company Family Offices
Venture Visionary Partners

Cloudy skies and a few sprinkles 
didn’t get in the way of another 
successful day of golf! Maumee 
Bay Golf Course was the scene 
of our 38th Annual Golf Outing 
where 116 golfers took to the 

greens in support of our ministry. 
A total of $13,000 was raised in 
support of our transportation 
fund. Many thanks to golfers 

and sponsors for putting with a 
purpose.
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MEMORIALSMEMORIALS
Doris Austerberry
Charityvest Inc. 
San Francisco, CA
Caroll Butler
Ms. Patricia Wolfe
Waterville, OH
Cathy Carstensen
Mrs. Darlene Carstensen
Williston, OH
Jeff & Dianne Cleary
Mr. & Mrs. Terry P. Cleary
Temperance, MI
Mardge Cox
Mr. William Welling
Phoenix, AZ
Pauline & Richard Croll
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Schlievert
Perrysburg, OH
Alice Crossman
Mrs. Diana Coyne
Temperance, MI
Walden "Bud" Damschroder
Mrs. Mary A. Damschroder
Perrysburg, OH
Margaret Danneels
Ms. Marjorie Gask
Livonia, MI
F. Elaine Denning
Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Kleinser
Northwood, OH
Sandra Diebert
Ms. Richelle Gargas
Oregon, OH
Dr. William Doll 
Ms. Sue Brewster
Lewes, DE
Joe Fletcher
Mrs. Luanne M. Larson
Oregon, OH
Ms. Kathy Taylor
Toledo, OH
Robert Harder
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Trout
Fremont, OH
Doris Hartman
Ms. Marilyn Brossia
Perrysburg, OH
Ms. Sharon Delventhal
Northwood, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell L. Hartman
Williston, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Hartman
Williston, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Walter W. Humberger
Curtice, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Phillips
Curtice, OH
Florence Henning
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Meier
Waterville, OH
Doris Hoesman
Mr. Kermit L. Hoesman
Woodville, OH
Shaylee Junga
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Barbara Kuzma
Oregon, OH

Rev. Karl Kessler
Mr. & Mrs. George Beery
Bellevue, OH
Rev. Holli Burkard
Haskins, OH
Ms. Becky Erickson
Ogden, IA
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hattan
Port Clinton, OH
Rev. & Mrs. Shawn O'Brien
Williston, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Overmyer
Fremont, OH
Cathy Kinney
Ms. Patricia Wolfe
Waterville, OH
Mark Linke
Mr. William Welling
Phoenix, AZ
John Lockwood
Miss Mary E. Lockwood
Grove City, OH
Shirley Lohse
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert C. Sonnenberg
Archbold, OH
Ruth McMillan
Ms. Erica Kelley
Mc Comb, OH
Glenn & Jean Moenter
Mr. Bradley Moenter
Waterville, OH
Gene Nissen
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Fouke
Oregon, OH
Barbara Nofzinger
Ms. Karen Reinke
West Melbourne, FL
Loved Ones
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell L. Hartman
Williston, OH
Fred Pries
Ms. Jo Ann Capaul
Ida, MI
Shirley Reeder
Ms. Jo Ann Capaul
Ida, MI
Melvin Reif
Mrs. Norma Reif
Genoa, OH
Edmund & Wilma Schleicher
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Schleicher
Grand Ledge, MI
Mr. & Mrs. Uve L. Schuettler
Manassas, VA
Lloyd & Laura Schlievert
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Schlievert
Perrysburg, OH
Shirley Smith
Ms. Jo Ann Capaul
Ida, MI
Regina Timiney
Ms. Elizabeth Ganshow
Toledo, OH
Donald & Elnora Vorwerk
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Storm
Dundee, IL

Kacy Weickert
Ms. Lisa Beeker
Tiffin, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Boukissen
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Bowers
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. James Chapman
Powell, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Chudzinski
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Cobb
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. John Cramer
Annapolis, MD
Mr. & Mrs. John Cronin
Fremont, OH
Mr. Gregory Diedrich
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Carl W. Dierksheide
Bradner, OH
Mr. Eugene Dierksheide
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Durnwald
Fremont, OH
Ms. Mary Farrell
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Fox
Marblehead, OH
Fraternal Order Of Police Croghan Ldg. #35
Fremont, OH
Gabel Construction
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. John Glass
Clyde, OH
Ms. Pamela Haas
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. William Haas
Fremont, OH
Mr. Mark Hoffman
Fremont, OH
Ms. Angela Kiser
Fremont, OH
Ms. Lori Kiser
Lakeside Marblehead, OH
Mr. Nathan Mandery
Perrysburg, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Al Mehlow
Fremont, OH
Mr. A.J. Mehlow
Fremont, OH
Ms. Marian Miller
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. John Molyet
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Monty Montgomery
Fremont, OH
Ms. Andrea Mucci
Arnold, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Peters
Fremont, OH
Ms. Abigail Pulzone
Durham, NC
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Reed
Fremont, OH
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MEMORIALS CONTINUED...MEMORIALS CONTINUED...

GIFTSGIFTS
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Bacon
Toledo, OH
Mr. and Mrs. David N. Baertschi
Toledo, OH
Mr. and Mrs. William Beck
Oak Harbor, OH
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Beery
Perrysburg, OH
Mr. Terry Bossert
Maumee, OH
Rev. and Mrs. Charles Campbell
Toledo, OH
Ms. Deanna Cedargren
Maumee, OH
Ms. Jean DeWalt
Delaware, OH
Ms. Lois Dillon
Upper Sandusky, OH
Mrs. Colleen Dotson
Waterville, OH
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Draves
Cridersville, OH
Mrs. Carol Eckermann
Millbury, OH
Ms. Mary Farley
Toledo, OH
Mr. and Rev. Walter Getzinger
Curtice, OH
Mr. and Mrs. Jan D. Graves
Norwalk, OH

Mr. and Mrs. Jack L. Haar
Doswell, VA
Mrs. Christine Hamilton
Castalia, OH
Mr. John F. Heminger
Genoa, OH
Ms. Shelly Isley
Toledo, OH
Rev. Robert Johnson
Stony Ridge, OH
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kieswether
Englewood, FL
Mr. Terrance Kieswether
Delta, OH
Mr. Willie King
Toledo, OH
Ms. Janet Kroos
Elmore, OH
Mr. David LaPlantz
Santa Fe, NM
Ms. Beverly Mackey
Port Clinton, OH
Mrs. Viola McCarty
Elmore, OH
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Morgan
Graytown, OH
Rev. and Mrs. Matt Musteric
Liberty Center, OH
Mr. William Nattrass
Woodstock, GA

Mrs. Judith A. Pfaffenberger
Toledo, OH
Mr. Dean H. Pyers
Perrysburg, OH
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rager
Toledo, OH
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Rospert
Norwalk, OH
Mr. Kyle D. Ruff
Marysville, MI
Mrs. Margaret San Gregory
Bellevue, OH
Dr. James M. Schleicher
Nashville, TN
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Schwartz
Maumee, OH
Ms. Virginia Seeman
Sylvania, OH
Ms. Janice Serwin
Fremont, OH
Mr. Duane G. Shively
Bowling Green, OH
Mrs. Pat Smith
Toledo, OH
Mr. and Mrs. James Vogelbacher
Curtice, OH
Mr. Thomas J. Woodings
Woodville, OH
Dr. and Mrs. S. James Zafirau
Port Clinton, OH

Ms. Carrie Robertson
Bucyrus, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Sachs
Marblehead, OH
Ms. Arlene Sandwisch
Oak Harbor, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schrickel
Fremont, OH
Ms. Diane Sheets
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Spieldenner
Toledo, OH
Mr. & Mrs. James Stierwalt
Port Clinton, OH

Mr. Luke Stierwalt
Durham, NC
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Strung
Westerville, OH
Mrs. Joyce Strung
Lewis Center, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Swint
Fremont, OH
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Wasserman
Fremont, OH
Ms. Amy Weickert
Fremont, OH
Mr. Kent Weickert
Fremont, OH

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Zimmerman
Fremont, OH
Jasper Wright
Ms. Darlene Carstensen
Williston, OH
Victims of 911 attack on New York
Mr. Terry Shoup
Wapakoneta, OH
Dale Zwicker
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell L. Hartman
Williston, OH

CORPORATE GIFTSCORPORATE GIFTS
Clearwater Council of Government
Oak Harbor, OH
ConocoPhillips Company
Bartlesville, OK
ELCA Foundation
Chicago, IL

Fidelity Charitable
Cincinnati, OH
Luckey Farmers - Graytown Branch
Graytown, OH
Manulife Financial Corporation
Brooklyn, NY

SmartPayables
Centennial, CO
Thrivent: The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Charleston, SC

This list acknowledges gifts from June 30th – September 30th, 2023. While we strive to acknowledge all gifts accurately, it is possible that 
errors have been made. If any are discovered, please accept our apologies and notify

Megan O’Brien at 419-972-4436, mobrien@lutherhome.org.



8

LUTHER HOME OF MERCY
5810 N MAIN ST
PO BOX 187
WILLISTON, OH 43468-0187
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Luther Home of Mercy
“Enriching Lives and Individual Abilities” 

5810 N. Main Street, PO Box 187,
Williston, OH 43468-0187

419-836-7741 · Fax (419) 972-4357
Office Hours: Monday-Friday

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Visit our Web Site: www.lutherhome.org

LUTHERAN MINISTRIES OF MERCY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Charles Winters – Chair

Christina Fletcher – 1st Vice Chair
Michelle Dean – 2nd Vice Chair
Charles Campbell – Secretary
Timothy Schumm – Treasurer

Members
Bobbie Abel, Nate Daniels, Leon Fitzpatrick,

Marilyn Ford, Matthew Garrow, Juli Lejman-Guy, 
Stephen Lutz, Jeff Mires, Jeffrey Schwartz,
Becky Stewart, Chester Trail, Kathy Winters 

Luther Home of Mercy is an ICF/DD (Intermediate Care Facility for
Developmentally Disabled) - the main campus is located in Williston

and Community ministry serves clients in four NW Ohio counties.

Find us on Facebook!


